
Smart Cities
Simplified

We are grateful to be doing our work on the territories of the Coast Salish and Nuu-chah-nulth peoples, known today as Lkwungen peoples (Esquimalt and 
Songhees Nations), W SÁNEĆ Nation (consisting of SȾÁUTW – Tsawout, BOḰEĆEN – Pauquachin, W JOȽEȽP – Tsartlip, and W SIḴEM –Tseycum 
Nations), Scia’new Nation (Beecher Bay), T’Sou-ke Nation, Pacheedaht Nation and Malahat Nation. We respect and, in partnership, build on the traditional 
knowledge of the Indigenous peoples who have thrived and prospered in the south island for millennia.

Vision 2040 is Greater Victoria’s long-term goal to 
improve quality of life for citizens by embracing new 

ways of using data and connected technology to solve 
local issues and create new opportunities.

Working Toward 
Vision 2040
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Privacy and Ethics
Smart City projects can vary significantly. However, the 
one thing that is common among them all is the digital 
layer: using data and connected technology to inform 
decision making.

Data can help understand how citizens interact with their 
communities, and then be used to develop projects that 
have a number of positive social outcomes. 

What types of data are collected?

Governments (sometimes in cooperation with 
third-parties) must collect data to properly understand 
current issues and track project progress.

It is important to understand the types of data that may 
be collected about you, and how this data reflects your 
personal information. You should also understand:

• How it is collected
• Where it is stored
• What it is used for

To help ensure you are digitally literate, you should:

• Review any end-user licence agreements (EULA) you sign
• Make sure you understand your digital rights and 

responsibilities (e.g. https://bit.ly/2cDg5a1)
• Read Canada's 10-principle Digital Charter 

(https://bit.ly/2VV0jSs)

Examples of data 
types include:

• Land registry data
• Flight paths & frequency data
• Marine data
• Traffic counts
• Payment information
• GPS/location data

Youth and Smart Cities
Why are youth important?

In Canada, youth are defined as persons aged between 
15 to 34. Recognized for their diversity and creativity, 
Canadian youth are one of the country’s biggest assets 
due to their above-average levels of social enthusiasm, 
digital literacy and higher education. 

Youth are key stakeholders when it comes to regional 
planning and decision making. With their unique 
experiences and perspectives, youth can bring 
important input and direction to Smart Cities projects 
and solutions. As these projects are having an impact on 
how regions are planned and managed, it is crucial that 
youth are equipped with an understanding of just what 
makes up a Smart City, and how they can remain 
engaged and involved. 

Youth are the 
future of our 
region, and we 
need to ensure 
they have a seat 
at the table.

What is a Smart City?
A 'Smart City' uses data and connected technologies 
to help develop projects that address local issues.

These projects are designed to better the lives of 
residents by improving how civic services are 
provided.

What do Smart City projects look like?

Some examples of Smart City projects may include:

• Using cellular data to improve bus routing and 
scheduling 

• Tracking food from farm-to-table to increase quality 
and reduce organic waste 

• Using motion lighting and networked sensors to 
increase street safety and target high-crime areas

• Measuring air quality around construction zones to 
incentivize cleaner processes 

• Linking access to transportation to education and 
poverty reduction outcomes

• Using in-home alert systems to promote healthy 
aging in place

Smart South Island
The South Island Prosperity Partnership (SIPP) is the 
economic development organization for south Vancouver 
Island. SIPP is also the leader of Smart South Island (SSI), 
which aims to solve local issues and create new 
opportunities. SSI aims to combine Smart City 
technology with region-wide collaboration between: 

• Local municipal and 
 First Nations governments
• Post-secondary institutions
• Non-profits
• Industry associations
• Private businesses 

SSI is designed to be scalable to other cities around the 
world. Read our Vision 2040 at https://bit.ly/2BYnobG 
for more information.
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